IX
ECCE HOMO1

THIS is a dangerous book to review. The critic of it,
if he is prudent, will feel that it is more than most
books a touchstone of his own capacity, and that in
giving his judgment upon it he cannot help giving his
own measure and betraying what he is himself worth.
All the unconscious guiding which a name, even if
hitherto unknown, gives to opinion is wanting. The
first aspect of the book is perplexing; closer examina-
tion does not clear up all the questions which present
themselves; and many people, after they have read it
through, will not feel quite certain what it means.
Much of what is on the surface and much of what is
inherent in the nature of the work will jar painfully
on many minds; while others who begin to read it
under one set of impressions may by the time they
have got to the end complain of having been taken
in. There can be no doubt on which side the book
is; but it may be open to debate from which side it
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